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This tract was written by Judge Sewall. See Proceedings 


(VII. 161-165) for October, 1863, and Collections (5th series, 


VI. 16-20), for a reprint of the same. 
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A Memonal. 


ORASMUCH as Liberty 4s in real walue nixt unto Life ; None oupht to part with 
it themſelves, or deprive other: of it, but upon moi} mature Conſideration. 


| The N:1merouſneſs of Slaves at this %ay in the Provinee, and the Uneaſineſs 
©. of them under their Slavery, hath put many upon thinking whether 
tle Foundation of it be firmly and well laid; fo as to ſuſtain the. Yaſt Weight that 1s 
buile upon Ir. It is moſt certain that. all Meh, as they ars the Sons of Adam, 4's. 

| Coheirs ; atid have equal Right unto Liberty, and. all other outward Comforts of Lite. 
G O D hath given the Earth | with all ics Commodities ] wnt9;he Sons of Adam, Pſal 115.. 


| | I6. And bath made of One Blood, all Nations of Meu, for 'to dwel cn a'l the face of the Earth p 
W | &nd hah. determmed the Times before appoimed, -and the bound; of. their habitation : That. they 

ſhould ſeek the Lord. Foraſmuch then as we are the Off-pr1ing .of G O D &c. AF 17.26,27,29, 
Now although the Tide given by the laſt ADAM, doth inflait:l} b:tter Mens Eſtates, 


reipefting GOD and themſfelyes; and- graiits chem a moſt b2n<ficial and inviolable 
Leaſe under the Broad Seal of Heaven, who were before cnly Tenin's at Will : Yet 


ot all and every ot their Children, remains this ſame, as to ore another. So chat 
Originally, and Naturally, there is no ich thing as Slivery, TFoſeph was rightfully no! 
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And all things confidered, it would conduce more to the Welfare of the Province, 
9 have White Servants for a Term of Years, than to have Slaves for Lite. Few can 
endure to hear of a Negro's being made free; and indeed they can ſeldom uſe 
their freedom well ; yer their continual aſpiring after theii forbidden Liberty, ren- 
ders them Unwilling Servants. And there is ſuch a diſparity in their C onditions, 
Coloyr & Hair, that they can never embody with us, and grow up into orderly Families, 
co the Pcopling of che Land : bur ſtill remain in our Body Politick as a kind of extra- 
vaſat Blood. As many Negro men as ther&'are among us, ſo many empty places there 
are in our Train Bands, and the places taken up” of Men that might make Husbands 
for our Daughters. And the Sons and Daughters of New England would become more 
like Facob, and Rachel, it this Slavery were thruſt quite out of doers. Moreover it is 
too well known what Temptaiions Maſters are under, to connive at the Fornication 
of their Slaves ; Jeſt they ſhould be oblig:d to find them Wives, or pay their Fines, 
Ie ſeems to be practically pleaced that they might be Lawleſs ; *tis thought much of, 
that the Law ihould have Satisfation for their Thefts, and other Immoralities ; by 
which means, Heulmeſs to the Lord, is more rarely engraven upon this fort of Servicude. 
Ic is likewiſe mot lamentable to think, how in taking Negros out of Africa, and Sclling 
of chem here, That which GOD ha's joyned together men do boldly rend afunder ; 
Men trom their Country, Husbands from their Wives, Parents from their Children: 
How. hortible 'is the Uncleanneſs, Mortality, it not Murder, that the Ships are 
guilty of that bring great Crouds of theſe miſerable Men, and Women. Methinks, 
when we are bemoaning the barbarous Ulage of our Friends and Kinstolk in A4frice: 
it. might not be unfeaſongble to enquire whether we are not culpable in forcing the 
Africans to become ves' amongſt our ſelves. And ic may be a queſtion whether all 
the Benefit retcived by Negro Slaves, will balance the Accompt of Caſh laid out upon 
them ; and for the Red:mp\ion of our dwn enſlaved Friends out of Africe, Beſides 
al che Perſons and Eſtates that'have periſhed there, 


Obj. x. Theſe Blackamores are of the Pofterity of Cham, and therefore are 
ander the Curſe of Slavery. Gen. 9g. 25, 26, 27. 


 Fnſw. Of all Offices, one would not begg this z viz. Uncall'd for, to be an Execu- 
tioner of the Vindiive Wrath of God ; the extent and duration of which is to 
us uncertain. It this ever was a Commiſſion ; How do we know but that it is long 
ſince out of Date? Many have found it to their Coſt, that a Prophetical Denunci- 
aticn of Judgment againſt. a Perſon or. People, would not warrant them to infli& that 
evil, Ii it would, Hazacl might juſtify himfclf in all he did againſt his Maſter, and 
the 1{raclices, trom 2 Kings 8: Io, 12. 


- | But it is poflible that by curfory reading, this Text may have been miſtaken, For 
Canaas is the Perſon Curied three times over, without the mentioning of Cham. Good 
Expuſitors ſuppaſe the Curſe entaild on him; and that this Prophelie was accome 
olithed in the Extirpation of the Canaanites, and in the Servitude of the Gibeoniter, 
Vide Parewn, Whereas the Blackmores are not deſcended of Canaan, bur of Cuſh, 
Pial. 68. 3x. Princes jball come out of Kgyps ( Mizraim ) Etbiopis | Cuih | ſhall ſoon 
fretch out ber hands unto God. Under which Names, all Africa may be compre- 
hended ; and theic Promiſed Convertion ought to be prayed for. Fer. 13. 23. Can the 
Erbiopian change bis Skin * This {hews that Black Men are the Poſterity of C»ſh : Who 
time out ot mind have been diſiinguithed by their Colour, And for want of «ths 
true, Ovid ailigns a fabulous caufe of it. 


S auguine tum, credunt in corpora ſumma wocato 
AEthiopum populos nigrum traxiſſe colorem. 
| Metamorph. lib. 2. 


Obj. 2. The Nigers ane brought out of-a Pagan Country, into places where 
ther, Goſpel is Preached, + - | 
| Anſw, 
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Anſw. Evil uſt not be dane, that good may come of it. The extriordinary and 


comprehenive Benefit accruing to the Church of Gad, and to 7oſepb per fonally, did 
not rectity his brethrens Sale of him. 


Obj. 3. The Africans have Wars one with awother : Our Ships bring lawful 
Captives taken in thoſe Wars. 


Anſw. For ought is known, their Wars are mnch ſuch as were between Facob's 
Sons and their Brother Foſepbh. If the between Town and Town ; Provincial, or 
National : Every War is upon one fide Unjuſt. An Unlawful War can't m ke 1zw- 
ful Captives And by Receiving, we are in danger to promote, and partake in their 
Baibarous Cruelties. I am fure, if ſome Gentlemen ſhould go down to the Brewſters 
to take the Air, and Fiſh ; And a ſtronger party trom Hull thould Surpriſe them, and 
Sell them ior Slaves to a Ship outward bound : they would think themielves unjuſtly 
dealt with; beth by Sellers and Buyers, And yet ftis to be feared, we have no 
other kind of Title to our Nigers, Therefore all things whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhoul4 ao to you, do ye even (o to them: far this is the Law and the Prophets, Matt. 7. 12% 


Obj. 4. Abraham had Servants bought with his Money, and born in his 
#Touſe. 
Anſw. Until the Circumſtances of Abrebem's purchaſe be recorded, no Argument 


Can be drawn icom it. In the mean time, Charity obliges us to conclude, that He 
knew it was lawtul and good. 


It is Obſervable chat the 1/oehites were ftrialy forbidden the. buying, or ſeiling one 


another for Slaves. Lewit. 25. 39, 46. Fer 34 8.---- 22. And GOD gaged His 
Blefling in lieu of any lofs they mighe conceipt they ſuffered thereby. Dewr. x5. 18. 


And ſince the parti:rion Wall is broken down, inordinate Self love ſhould likewite be 
demoliſhed, GOD expeRs that Chriſtians ſhould be of a more Ingenuous and benign 
frame of ipirit, Chiiſtians ſhould carry it to all the World, as the 1/raclites were to 
Carry it one towards anuther. And for men obſtinately to perſiſt in holding bs 
Neighbours ard Brethren under the Rigor of perpetual Bondage, ſeems to be no proper 
way of gaining Affurance that God ha's given them Spiritual Freedom. Our Bl-fled 
Saviour ha's akered the Meaſures of the ancient Love-Song, and fet it to a moſt 
Exc.ilere New Tune, which all ought to be ambitious of Learning, AMztt. 5. 43, 44: 
John 13 -34 Theſe Ethi-pians, as black as they are z ſeeing they are the Sons and 
Pa:ignce's of tre Fult Adam, the Brethren and Siſters ot the Laſt ADAM, and che 
Ottpiing oi GOD ; They ought to be treated with a Reſpe&t agreeable. 


Servitus perſeda woluntaria, inter Chriffianum & Chriſtianum, ex parte ſervi 
patientts [pe eſt licita, quia eft weceſſaria : ſed ex parte domini agentis, & pro- 
curandn & ex:rcendo, vix potest efſe licita : quia non convenit regule ill; generali : 
Quacunque volurritis ut factant vobrs homines, ita & wos facite ets. Matt. 7. 12. 

Perfect1 ſervitus prune, non potefF jure locum habere, nifi ex delitto gravi quod 
ult imum ſupplictum aliquo modo meretur : quia Libertas ex naturali aſt imatione 
proxime accedit ad witam ipſam, & eidem a multis preferri ſolet. 


Ames. Caſ. Conſc. Lib. 5. Cap. 23. Thel. 2, 3: 
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